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God’s call to the younger generations 
 
“The LORD gave me this message: 
5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 
    Before you were born I set you apart 
    and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 
6 “O Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 
7 The LORD replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say 
whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, 
the LORD, have spoken!” Jeremiah 1:4-8 
 
There are many stories in the Bible about God’s calling to both men and women, particularly to young people, 
to accomplish God’s purpose for God’s people. 
 
We have the story of Joseph, a young man who suffered many difficulties throughout his life, starting with his 
own siblings. They were very upset because of the preferential treatment Joseph had from their father, so they 
planned to kill him. At the last minute they changed their minds and Joseph was sold to Egyptian merchants 
who took him to their country. Despite he was a slave, God blessed him and Joseph ended up being Governor 
over all Egypt. 
 
We read about Joshua, this young man who was made Moses’ aide when he was still very young and, 
according to Exodus 33:11, “the young man who assisted Moses, Joshua son of Nun, would remain 
behind in the Tent of Meeting” and there Joshua was a witness to the conversations Moses had with God, 
“face to face, as one speaks to a friend”. Eventually Joshua was made the Leader of Israel following Moses 
after his death. 
 
The Bible tells us the story of young Samuel, who was set apart as God’s servant since the moment of his 
conception in his mother Hannah’s womb. Hannah was very sad because she had not been able to conceive and 
give birth to a child. One day Hannah was in the presence of God crying and praying, and she told God: “If 
you give me a child, I will set him apart to be your servant”. And her prayer was heard. She gave birth to 
a child whom she called Samuel. While in the Tabernacle in Shiloh under Eli’s mentorship, Samuel received a 
revelation from God about the mistakes Eli had made in the upbringing of his children, and the consequences Eli 



will have to suffer because of that. Eventually Samuel became a very important priest and prophet in Israel. He 
was the one who would consecrate the kings for God’s people. 
 
And we also read about David. One day when David was very young, prophet Samuel came to visit David’s 
house because God had revealed to the prophet that the next King of Israel was someone belonging to the family 
of Jesse. When Samuel saw David, the youngest one, he said: “This is the one God has chosen to be the 
King”. And right there, David was consecrated as the King of Israel to replace Saul, who was involved in many 
things that were displeasing in God’s sight. David became the greatest of all kings in the history of Israel. Even 
when David made some mistakes, God’s grace restored him and he was a great blessing to God’s people. 
 
God called some of the most important prophets in the Old Testament to the prophetic office when they were 
still very young, like Jeremiah and Daniel. We read stories of young people who were called by God to be 
kings, like Joash, who became a king when he was 7 years old. The apostle John was called to follow Jesus when 
he was still young. And Paul was a mentor to several young leaders in the Early Church, like Timothy and 
Titus.  
 
I believe young people are also part of God’s plans to bring life, transformation and hope to this suffering world. 
God has plans for them not just in the future, but today. They are not the church of the future. They are called 
by God to be the church of Christ today. God has dreams and goals for all of them to accomplish. I also believe 
they are called to be a very important piece in God’s plans for the renewal and transformation of The United 
Methodist Church. 
 
As a District Superintendent in the SW District, as a Leader in the FL Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, I would like to encourage all of our pastors, lay leaders and congregations to be welcoming, opening 
and allowing younger people to be in leadership positions in your local churches.  
 
If we really care for the present and the future of our denomination, we need to be very intentional in telling the 
young people in our congregations: WE NEED YOU, and YOU ARE A VERY IMPORTANT PART IN 
GOD’S PURPOSE to bring transformation and renewal to this church. We don’t want you to be disconnected 
from what is going on in the life of your local churches. We need your input, your ideas. We need your 
SERVICE to God and to the Kingdom. 
 
Let the youth lead worship. Let them preach from the pulpit. Let them be part of your Administrative Council, 
your Staff-Parish Relationships, Trustees and your Finance committees. Let them exercise their ministry 
without apologizing for being too young. Let them be part of your missional efforts both locally and globally. 
Make your churches places that would be youth-friendly and where worship is meaningful and relevant for 
people of all ages. 
 
God is still calling young people to be a key part of God’s plans for the transformation of the world. 
 

Rini 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
LOCAL CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS & BUSINESS MANAGERS 

 
Annual Conference is just around the corner, please take a moment to double-check the information on file for 
your church’s Lay Member to Annual Conference. 
 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO UPDATE YOUR LOCAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP ONLINE. 
Call the District Office with any questions. We are happy to help! 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 

The SW District youth retreat, “Stoked”, is scheduled for March 7-9, 2014 at the FLUM campground, Riverside 
Retreat.  At last count, we had 80-plus youth and a dozen or so youth leaders/volunteers registered to attend.  
Please pray for a successful and safe weekend for our youth.  If you were wondering if this is the kind of thing 
that other districts do, the answer is no.  We have a unique district in that we have the most dedicated caring 
youth leaders in the conference.  Ok, maybe I am a little prejudiced, but that’s my story and I’m sticking to it. 
 
We will not be holding a regular district youth leader’s meeting until April.  We usually try to meet monthly for 
lunch and fellowship and alternate a north-district and south-district location.  Our next lunch meeting will be 
in Charlotte County, April 14, at Jason’s Deli in Port Charlotte.   We will meet in the south end of the district in 
May before our summer break.  We welcome any SW District Methodist youth leader to this and all our 
meetings. 
If your youth group is having an outing, lock-in, or other event that you would like to invite other FLUM-SW 
District youth groups to join, please email me at medwards@faithum.com and I will forward the info.  If you 
are a SW District youth leader and do NOT receive my email blasts, email me to get on the contact list. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 
 
Mike 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
The Florida Conference Commission on Archives and History will be hosting a FREE workshop on 
Saturday, April 5, 2014.  Nell Thrift, the FL Conference Archivist will be leading the workshop.  Topics 
on the agenda: 

 Managing the church’s records 

 Preserving the records 

 Telling the church’s story through written histories, displays and celebrations 
 
All are invited to this FREE workshop! There will be light breakfast items, but no lunch – and NO 
COST TO YOU! 
 
PLEASE RSVP IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND.  We want to make sure that we have a 
handout prepared for you! 
 
Location: Friendship UMC, 12275 Paramount Drive, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
Time: 9am-12noon 
RSVP: Leah Pittard at 941-586-0185 or rockpitt2@verizon.net 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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By Dan Christopherson, South West District Cuba Coordinator 

 
You Just Never Know 
     When I am in Cuba I love being “with the people.” The opportunity to see and be able to enjoy the people in their 
daily rituals is always enjoyable.  In January a group of ladies were gathered in a falling down shed, I could hear them 
singing with the rhythm of an island hymn.  When I went to the shed, they were cleaning and peeling yucca. There were 
pieces of yucca flying ever which direction but all of sudden there was a yucca thrown into a bucket and another picked 
up.  It was like they were preparing that yucca with the rhythm of their song. I started taking pictures and they just 
smiled and continued to sing.  One of the ladies spoke to me in broken English and told me she learned English from her 
mother in St. Lucia and taught English in Jamaica years ago.  She told me about growing up on the island and I told her 
about growing up on the farm.  We talked about how both of us had mothers with a strong faith and because of them 
we were both Christians today.  You just never know, whose path you will cross and why. 
 
     Last November between sessions at a conference in Tacajo I sat down at a table with our translator, her mother, 
Pastor Ernesto and a couple of church members. The conversation was about Pastor Ernesto’s two-hour sermon the 
night before and life in Cuba.  We told Pastor Ernesto he was like a tornado up there waving his arms, jumping up and 
down with the spirit of the Lord.  Hallelujah!!   During this time we compared him to a tornado and the name 
stuck…..Pastor Tornado! 
 
     During our conversation I asked, “Why is there a tanker of water beside the church?”  Tornado told me it was for us 
(the people from the United States) so we did not have to use their water.  We drink bottled water so again, why?  They 
told me the water in Tacajo is polluted and he did not want us to have to use it.  They all laughed and said yes, it’s very 
bad.  He went to the kitchen sink and ran a jug of water.  Oh my, they could have just as well have gone to the ditch by 
the road.  Please understand kitchen sinks in Cuba just drain to a ditch outside the home and that ditch goes to the 
roadside. Get the picture? 
 
     The water here is polluted they use it because they have no choice.  I asked, “Have the people gotten sick from it?” 
“Yes, but that is all we have. What about cholera?  Oh yes, but no big outbreak.” This was all said so nonchalantly, like it 
could not happen in Tacajo.  
 
     Thinking like an American, just fix it.  I asked him, “How much will it cost to fix it?”  A lot of money was his answer, 
well how much; a lot of money again was the answer. A lot of money in Cuba may not be a lot of money in the United 
States.  With that he said, $1,000.00 dollars.  Yes, that is a lot of money in Cuba. 
 
     I came back to the United States determined to solve the problem but had no knowledge of how I was going to 
complete this project.  What do you do when you want more information on something?  Of course, you Google the 
subject!   Do you know how little information about Cuba is in Google? I found a little but not much.  I prayed about this 
and okay God you know about Tacajo. What are we going to do about this?  I sent out “A Plead for a Need” email and 
within twenty-four hours God was doing his work.  Emails and calls were coming from individuals, churches and within 
two weeks I had enough funds in to complete Tacajo’s project plus funds available for other water projects in the 
Holguin Norte District.  I have learned that there are several churches with water problems.  
 
     I sat down with Tornado in January and told him, I want you to fix your water situation. Do whatever it takes to get 
clean drinking water.  He was speechless and for Tornado to be speechless that is something by it self.   He said, “We just 
took this for granted that this is the way it is.” After some hugs and tears we agreed the water is for the entire village. 
What better place to come and get clean drinking water to nourish their bodies and minds than the church.  The same 
place they come to get the “Living Water of Christ” for their souls.  
 
     All because I sat down to talk with the local people…..You Just Never Know. 
 

Dan Christopherson 
South West District Cuba Coordinator 



<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
The Committee on Native American Ministry (CONAM) 

 

"The Committee on Native American Ministries would like to invite you to their Annual Native 
American Ministry Gathering, April 11-13, at the LEC in Fruitland Park.  All are welcome to 
attend!"   
 
The Committee on Native American Ministry (CONAM) for the Florida Conference will be having their Ninth 

Annual Native American Ministry Gathering on April 11-13 at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park, 

FL.  This is a weekend long event, but those who wish to do so can also attend just for the day on Saturday. 

 

Each year we are honored to have, as our guest speakers, Native American ministers from throughout North 

America.  This year our speakers will be Cheryl Bear-Barnetson (Nadleh Whut 'En) and her husband Randy 

Barnetson.  Cheryl is an awarding winning singer, songwriter and story teller.  Randy and Cheryl are evangelists 

to the Native American people and have visited and ministered in 600 of the 1000 native communities and 

reservations throughout Canada and the U.S. 

 

Also sharing will be Pedro Zepeda of the Seminole Tribe of Florida.  Pedro is a traditional artist, cultural 

presenter and living historian. 

 

The theme for our gathering is “Christianity From a First Nations' Worldview”. Those attending this gathering 

(conference) will learn much about how God is moving among the Native American people along with an 

understanding of the culture and traditions of this people group.  If you are someone of Native American 

descent or are interested in Native American culture or have a heart for missions to the Native American people, 

we invite you to attend this special gathering.  Whether you come for the whole weekend or just for a day, you 

will be truly blessed. 

 

You must register to attend this event.  Registration deadline is March 26
th

.  For more information contact 

Vickie Swartz at 941-544- 6951. 
 

The Inaugural Florida Annual Conference 5K  

Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 6:30am - Lake Hollingsworth - Lakeland, FL  

This year at Annual Conference we are proud to announce 

and invite your participation in the inaugural Florida Annual 

Conference 5K. This Annual Conference event will be an 

opportunity to unite our Clergy and Lay Members of the 

Annual Conference and connect with the greater Lakeland 

community in an initiative to promote faith and fitness. 

Proceeds from the 5K will go towards our Annual 

Conference's support of the Imagine No Malaria campaign. 

 

Now is the time to begin training for this event. Consider 

beginning a "Couch to 5K" program. Consider finding a friend 

or gathering a team to race alongside you as we race towards greater health - for ourselves 

and for our sisters and brothers around the globe. 

 

More information about the 5K will be forthcoming. Be sure to check the Annual Conference 

website as well as your district newsletter. You may also contact Rev. Sarah Miller at 

sarah.miller@flumc.org for more immediate assistance.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZKxWT2jaVYeaiO80n76XIL9DBzgjZR_34n4mjDcE604A49mQ6-5YM_N4WTwuw46UNKORCYvQUnlKFSXTDk5RXRcnrBTTXTlKHBUD0v37fPP2F0BDKsHwtg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZKxWT2jaVYeaiO80n76XIL9DBzgjZR_34n4mjDcE604A49mQ6-5YM_N4WTwuw46UNKORCYvQUnlDSZVBOI90SH3AeF4P0zg9WTWXC8vddnM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZKxWT2jaVYeaiO80n76XIL9DBzgjZR_34n4mjDcE604A49mQ6-5YM_N4WTwuw46UNKORCYvQUnmzC1R5lP-WE8lVUKQUpP577f0dU2YypEnpBG5_Tb4Bh-3loSnwAXnq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZKxWT2jaVYeaiO80n76XIL9DBzgjZR_34n4mjDcE604A49mQ6-5YM_N4WTwuw46UNKORCYvQUnmzC1R5lP-WE8lVUKQUpP577f0dU2YypEnpBG5_Tb4Bh-3loSnwAXnq
mailto:sarah.miller@flumc.org


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Rev. W. Dean Witten, former Sarasota DS, is proud to announce publication of 
his 2nd book, God’s Story: Good Friday & Easter.   
 
This book is offered for meditation and reflection on the Good Friday-Easter 
chapter of God’s Story. The premise is that these chapters have turned out 
good. On the day of the Crucifixion of Jesus that did not seem to be the case 
but the church has since named the day Good Friday because of the 
Resurrection and Ascension. 
 

This book is not intended to be a feel-good devotional which can be read on the run as a “thought for 
the day”. Rather, it is offered as a parthway for walking through the passion of Christ to his 
resurrection and ascension. It will succeed as the reader’s heart is gripped by the actions of our 
loving God. 
 
God’s Story can be ordered on Amazon.com. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Adam Hamilton to speak at First UMC in Orlando 

Thursday, April 24th, 2014 - 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

Join pastor and best-selling author, Adam Hamilton, for an evening of teaching and 

conversation around his new book, Making Sense of the Bible. 

  

During his presentation, Adam will focus on the nature of scripture exploring the 

human and divine - what it is and is not, how it was written and canonized, why we 

don't consider it inerrant, and what a "high view of scripture" might mean. He will 

then tackle the questions people often ask about the Bible: 

 Do I have to choose between evolution and the Bible? 

 Were Adam and Eve and Noah real people 

 How do we make sense of the violence of God in the Old Testament? 

 Suffering and God in the Bible 

 Does the Bible really teach that only Christians go to heaven? 

 Homosexuality and the Bible 
 Is Revelation really a roadmap of the end times? 

The evening will end with an opportunity for Q&A and a book signing with the 

author. A book display with Adam Hamilton's books, including this new title, will be 

open before and after the presentation. 

  

If you'd like your copy of Making Sense of the Bible now, click here for a special 

price and be ready for a great discussion  

(and be at the head of the line for the signing!). 

 

 First United Methodist Church 

142 East Jackson St.   

Orlando, FL 32801  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
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Sarasota Lions Club is available to come to your church and provide free Glucose/Blood Sugar 
screenings.  No fasting is necessary for this screening as a sliding scale is used to determin if there is 
a potentiaol problem.  Conatact is Hank Lunsford, Diabetes Education and Screening Director, 
Sarasota Lions Club, (941) 342-4477 or Hank.Lunsford@gmail.com. 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 
If you need help to submit an event, call Sandy in the District Office. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

   HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Harvest Is Hiring:  Associate Worship Leader.  Harvest United Methodist Church, a dynamic, multi-
generational church in Lakewood Ranch, Florida is looking to hire a gifted vocalist with a deep faith to 
assist in worship leadership. Responsibilities include planning and leading music for our weekly 
sixfortyeight acoustic service on Thursday evenings as well as singing and assisting in leadership of the 
Harvest Praise Band for our 10:30am weekly service on Sundays. For the right candidate, the 
opportunity to lead our youth praise band and prepare them to lead music weekly in our Sunday 
evening youth worship is also available. Interested parties should send resume to Charlotte Wright at 
cwright@harvest-umc.org. 

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Mar 9 – Bishop preaching at First UMC, Cape Coral 
Mar 13 – SW District dCOM Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (9am-5pm) 
March 25 – ALL DAY Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering, Riverside Retreat 
Mar 27 – SW District Congregational Vitality Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (9am-5pm) 
Apr 3 – SW District DLC Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (10am-1pm) 
Apr 18 – Good Friday - Conference & District Offices Closed 
Apr 24 - SW District Congregational Vitality Meeting, First UMC-Punta Gorda (9am-5pm) 
May 4 – ANNOUNCEMENT SUNDAY 
May 26 – Memorial Day – Conference & District Offices Closed 
May 27 – NOTE DATE CHANGE - Clergy Team Meeting, Cleveland UMC – NOTE DATE CHANGE 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate.  
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